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Celebrating 34 years of impact: Organ recital to support the Karen Ministry
We want to extend our deepest gratitude

to all our sponsors for your continued
support of Noh Bo Academy.

Thanks to your generosity, Christ Church
Bangkok has been able to support the
school for the past 34 years. Over these
decades, countless students have passed
through the academy—receiving not only

an education but also care,

a Celebrating the Pipe Organ & the Karen Ministry
encouragement, and hope for a better

On Saturday 28th June at 4.00pm, a special organ

future. recital was held to celebrate the beauty of the pipe
Your partnership has truly made a organ and raise funds for underprivileged children
difference. Whether you've supported us for  3long the border, in support of the Karen Ministry.
many years or just recently joined the The recital featured a beautiful selection of classical
journey, your faithfulness has empowered works, including pieces by Bach, Vivaldi, and other
lives, equipped future leaders, and renowned composers. The event brought together
strengthened an entire community. music lovers and supporters from the community in a
From all of us at Christ Church Bangkok and = moving display of generosity and shared purpose.
the Karen Ministry team: We extend our sincere thanks to Okey our

Thank you for walking this journey with us! International Coordinator, Matthew Balaban and

everyone who attended your support is making a
Chris Rajakarier (Karen Ministry -Chair). meaningful difference in the lives of children in need.



Christ Church team visit March 2025:

fmiompdatontogs spcragieoiopbasencst.
‘Wisdom lsthe principal thini therefore Bot wisdom. ..«

In March, a team from Christ Church Bangkok
travelled to Noh Bo Academy for the
graduation celebration. It was a joyful occasion,
with students, families, and friends gathering to
honour the hard work and achievements of the
graduating class.

As part of the visit, we delivered donations of
toiletries, personal care items, apples, and
stationery—thanks to the generosity of our
church community. These small but meaningful
gifts were received with gratitude and joy.

Seeing the pride on the students’ faces and the
support of their families reminded us once
again why this partnership matters. Noh Bo
Academy continues to be a place of hope,
growth, and transformation.

“To provide spiritual and practical
support, working towards a
greater degree of self-reliance to
the Karen community living in the
Thai- Myanmar borders”



Noh Bo Graduation Visit March 2025- by Sue Jones

On 12th March nine intrepid victors set out to visit Noh Bo for the Graduation of students completing
their studies there. Some travelled by road bearing gifts and supplies and others by air and meeting up
in Mae Sot. Fresh fruit and more supplies were bought for both the graduates and other students. | say
intrepid travellers because very recently there had been further unrest on the border in the previous
weeks and many more “refugees” had arrived in and around Noh Bo, crossing the dry river- bed. St
Gabriel’s the Anglican Church opposite Noh Bo were temporarily offering shelter on their grounds and
in the vicarage for several hundred who had fled Myanmar, often in a hail of bullets, in fear.

In addition to this, the previous week, the relatively quiet Mae Sot airport was apparently overrun with
people from around Asia who had been trafficked to work in the scamming factories right on the
Myanmar Border- the empty lines of white factories could be seen just over the low river in Mae Sot.
Hence, these two events had increased security and tensions, and we were stopped several times as
we driven from Mae Sot to Noh Bo by our faithful friend Nigel.

Our home for two nights was in a quiet guest house run by Tamala’s sister, Tamala who has been Karen
Anglican Ministry at the Border ( KAMB)- Secretary for many years at Noh Bo has now officially retired
but is still involved on a voluntary basis. After breakfast on 13th March, we arrived at Noh Bo to be
greeted by excited senior students, all wearing their blue Graduation gowns and mortarboards and
welcoming their family and friends, looking proud and happy at their children’s achievements.
Teachers, too were buzzing around making sure all was ready for the Graduation Ceremony, some
looking excited for the event and the achievements of the students, but also pleased and relieved term
was ending, | guess like many teachers will know.

The whole school gathered for the ceremony along with families, clergy and village elders and old
friends of Noh Bo. There were several speeches, beautiful musical items from the students and then
the presentation of certificates and carefully and beautifully wrapped small gifts given to each student.
Special awards were given to students who had made outstanding achievements or progress and in
speaking to some of them after the ceremony, a good number were going on to further education in
Mae Sot and others to jobs they had found. On our way home we visited one Christian Project in Mae
Sot, “Horeb” a café, kitchen and gym employing students and training them in hospitality and baking:
well worth a visit.

Following the ceremony we were treated to a lovely lunch. Following lunch, we had four groups of
students gather, with two of us in each group from CCB, to ask about the life and experience they had
at the school. This was useful, as the students fully participated without teaching staff present and
came up with some great suggestions for improvement which we passed on to staff, as well as some of
the positive and good things about the school. We had another good evening back at the guest house,
some departed back to Bangkok early whilst Norman, Chris and | spent a nice morning with Nigel and
his wife in Mae Sot before our journey home.




Reflection by Sue Jones : 34 years of impact...........

Each time we visit Noh Bo, probably five times now, | am so impressed what Christ Church
has done over the last 34 years there, what the staff and volunteers have given to the Karen
students who have passed through their doors and how many are living and working in
communities, both locally and scattered around the world, having benefitted from their Noh
Bo education.

We undeniably have the benefit of Blessing here at CCB who was educated at Noh Bo, Also
Richard, an old boy of the school who is just completing his studies at the Theological College
in Singapore and will return to be curate at the Church in Mae Sot and will no doubt be
involved again at the school. There are efforts over the coming years to introduce a new
curriculum to improve life chances and definitely the exciting developments to improve the
accommodation for students, volunteers and staff along with maintaining the sustainability
projects there. So, there is much vision for the future but that of course needs financial
support and church members to keep giving both time and gifts to allow these projects to go
ahead. It is such a great experience to visit and meet the students we support. Often, it is not
possible for doners to visit projects they support from afar. So why don’t you think about a
visit to see the wonderful people up at Noh Bo some time. For more information please
contact Chris Rajakarier and she will give you all the information you need. It's a great
experiencel




Thanksgiving and Sports Day :

A Day of Gratitude and Team Sprit :

Thanksgiving Day & Sports Celebration — A Day of Gratitude and Team Spirit!

One of the most anticipated events of the year is just around the corner! Our annual Thanksgiving
Day and Sports Celebration usually takes place in July, bringing together the entire school
community for a day full of energy, teamwork, and joy.

Each year, we celebrate Thanksgiving with a twist — combining gratitude with friendly sports
competitions and fun-filled activities. Students will take part in a range of events including:
Football, Cane ball, Volleyball, and a lively song competition

To build a strong sense of unity and sportsmanship, students are divided into four colourful
teams: Red, Green, Yellow, and Blue. Throughout the day, teams will compete in good spirit,
cheer each other on, and create lasting memories.

We look forward to a vibrant and meaningful celebration that reflects our values of thankfulness,
teamwork, and community pride.



Empowering the educators :

We are pleased to share the success of a recent Teacher Training Program designed to enhance
the skills and effectiveness of educators in our network. This initiative focused on effective
teaching strategies, lesson planning, and the basic principles of learning management to support
quality education in the classroom.

The program was jointly organized by Chiang Mai University, Lampang Rajabhat University, and
Chulalongkorn University, bringing together a wealth of academic expertise and practical insight.
Training was delivered through a hybrid format, combining live sessions on Zoom with in-person
workshops in Mae Sot, allowing for both flexibility and hands-on engagement.

Over the course of 30 hours, participating teachers engaged in interactive sessions, group work,
and expert-led presentations. We are proud to announce that all participating teachers
successfully completed the training and were awarded official certificates of completion in
recognition of their dedication and commitment to professional development.

This program marks another important step in our continued efforts to strengthen education
through ongoing training and collaboration. We look forward to seeing the positive impact in
classrooms and student outcomes across the region.

Successful
Completion of
Teacher
Training

— R e Program
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Bible Study
Enriches
Spiritual
Growth

At our school, Bible Study sessions are held every Tuesday and Wednesday, offering students a
valuable opportunity to grow spiritually and deepen their understanding of God’s Word.

Each week, we are honoured to welcome the priest in charge, along with visiting priests and
spiritual leaders, who share inspiring messages and teach biblical principles. These sessions
provide a nurturing space for prayer, reflection, and meaningful discussion on how to live out
faith in everyday life.

The program not only strengthens students’ Christian values but also encourages moral
development, unity, and a deeper connection to God within the school community.

We are thankful for the continued support of our spiritual leaders and look forward to seeing
our students continue to flourish in faith.



HOW TO MAKE A DONATION:

Student Curiosity

We were thrilled to welcome a special
Robotics Program led by Team Alicia
Chen, a robotics group based in the
United States. The program was
designed to introduce students to the
exciting and rapidly growing world of
robotics.

Through a series of interactive and
engaging lessons, students learned:
*What is robotics?

*How robots function

*How robotics is used in education
and daily life

The sessions were not only
informative but also sparked
enthusiasm and curiosity among
students, many of whom were
exploring robotics for the first time.
The team shared real-world examples
and inspired students to think about
how technology can be used to solve
problems and shape the future.

We are grateful to Team Alicia Chen
for their time, energy, and expertise—
and we hope to continue building on
this momentum with more STEM-
related programs in the future!

@ English Online Course Program with UWC-
SEA

We are delighted to share the success of our ongoing
partnership with UWC Southeast Asia (UWCSEA),
Singapore, through the English Online Course
Program.

An educator from UWC-SEA visited our school earlier
this year and selected 30 students to participate in the
program. These students were given the valuable
opportunity to learn English online with tutors from
UWC, benefiting from an international standard of
education right from their own classrooms.

The course ran for six months, with students attending
two one-hour classes each week. This consistent
schedule allowed students to develop their English
skills in speaking, listening, reading, and writing in a
supportive and engaging environment.

Thanks to the dedication of both students and tutors,
the program was a great success. We are excited to
announce that we will continue the program and
begin recruiting a new group of students in
September 2025.

We are grateful for the continued support from UWC-
SEA and look forward to expanding this opportunity to
even more students in the future.



Dentist & Eye program Benefits Noh Bo Academy

{J ® Dental & Eye Care

We were honoured to welcome the
Thai Health Department to Noh Bo
Academy for a special two-day
health outreach program focused
on dental and eye care.

During the visit, healthcare
professionals provided free dental
check-ups, oral hygiene education,

and eye screenings for our students.

These services play a vital role in
promoting overall well-being and
early detection of any health issues.
The program reflects our shared
commitment to student health and
development, and we are deeply
grateful to the Thai Health
Department for their generosity and
continued partnership in supporting
the Noh Bo community.

Learning Life Skills :Hospitality Training with HCTC Alumni :

@ $7 Hospitality Training with HCTC Alumni
Each year, students with a Thai ID have the
opportunity to continue their education at the
Hospitality, Catering & Training Centre (HCTC)
in Mae Sot, a respected institution specialising
in hospitality and catering skills.

This year, we were delighted to welcome back
two of our former students, now studying at
HCTC, who returned to school to lead a one-
day practical training session for current
pupils.

During the session, they demonstrated how to
make: Fresh juices, delicious desserts, alcohol-
free cocktails, a variety of baked goods

The visit was a source of great inspiration and
gave our students a first-hand insight into
careers in the hospitality industry. We are
proud of our alumni and grateful for their
generosity in sharing their knowledge and
experience.




Development :

Summer Renovations Enhance School Facilities at Noh Bo and

the Nurseries:

This summer, thanks to the generous support of Christ Church, we completed several much-
needed renovation projects aimed at improving our school’s infrastructure and learning
environment.

Key upgrades included: Repairs to the kitchen and dining area, renovation of the girls’ and boys’
bathrooms, replacement of roofs for Grade 8 and Grade 9 classrooms

These improvements have made our facilities safer, cleaner, and more comfortable for both
students and staff. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Australian Anglican Aid and Ploenchit Fair
organisers for their contribution and for their continued support in helping us create a better space




What your donations can do

The work of our Karen Ministry continues, and we have a full budget for 2025. Your contributions
are greatly appreciated. Here is a picture of how your donations can help.

Mae La Camp Support for a Nursery

School student 1,600 baht per year
Support for a nursery school teacher 6,000 baht per year
Nursery School food supplement 2,200 baht per month
Caring for an orphanage child 5,120 baht per year

Noh Bo Academy Students and Staff

Day Student 8,000 baht per term

Boarding Students 12,000 baht per year

Teachers (13, including Principal) Average salary 3,500 baht ($75) per month
Staff (1 office — 3 cooks - 2 supervisors) Average salary 2,500 baht ($46) per month

Noh Bo Food and Nourishment

The largest portion of the budget is food - essential in a boarding school for refugees. We need 65
large bags of rice each month for 10 months each year, at about 850 baht per bag.

The school also spends about 46,000 baht a month on fresh produce, giving an annual food bill of
approximately 927,500 baht ($31,000)

Education Materials

Each year supplies of paper, exercise books, textbooks, pens, markers, etc. are 40,000 baht
($1,333). Arts, crafts and sewing materials are extras and depends on special donations

Uniforms

Noh Bo students take great pride in their uniform:

Annual cost for students is 18,000 baht ($600)
Teachers uniforms per year 9,000 baht ($300)
Sport kits per year 10,350 baht ($350)
Utilities

Electricity approx 4,700 baht ($156) per month

Gas bottles at 300 baht ($6) per month

Water at 300 baht ($6) per month

Internet provision is expensive — 2,675 baht ($93) per month

Health and Wellness

Toiletries for students cost about 40,000 baht ($1,333) a year
Medicines, dental and hospital bills average 3,000 baht ($100) per month
Blankets are needed in the cool season — 100 baht each for 100 students — 10,000 baht ($333)



HOW TO MAKE A DONATION:

Cheques made out in foreign currency attract very high transfer fees in Thailand ($60).
Cheques in Thai Baht are no problem.
Electronic transfer is best!

Please email us on accounts@christchurchbangkok.org to let us know when you make a payment, so

that we can ensure that it arrives and issue a receipt. (o] THALQR

S PAYMENT

Bank Account for Karen (New) A/C:

Siam Commercial Bank

A/C Name: Christ Church English

Branch: CP Tower "

A/C No: 168-225-876-6 e

A/C Tape: Saving A/C [ S e
CHRIST CHURCH ENGLISH
Biller ID : 099400265671591

SWIFT code: SICOTHBK

neree () Sudwldnnvasinas

Your continued prayers and financial support are needed more than ever! We send a heartfelt
‘thank you’ for the past efforts and hopefully, for your future support, as we struggle to reach the
levels of funds we had pre virus.
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